'WEARY' DUNLOP Edward 'Weary' Dunlop spent the Second World War in a Japanese prisoner-of-war camp where he gave devoted service as a doctor to his fellow prisoners who regarded him as a demi-god. 'Weary', together with the badge of the Prisoner of War Association, features on one of a set of four stamps of Second World War heroes issued by Australia in 1995. His bust also appears on the obverse of a 50 cent coin minted in 1995. On each side of his bust are depicted strands of barbed wire with 'They served their country' written round the left side and 'in World War II 1939 II -1945 ' round the right side. 'Weary' is as much a part of Australian folklore as Sir Donald Bradman and was known as the Christ of the Burma Railway (see Marshall RD, Aust NZJ Surg 1994; 64:24-6) . His Australian nickname partly arose from the fact that he was a slow, affable, shambling bear of a man who spoke slowly and partly in reference to Dunlop tyres 'tired and weary'.
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